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The description of no-bake and no-fail pies is a bit misleading, since about half (if you exclude the

ice cream pies) of pie fillings have to be cooked in a pot on the stove. However, it is true that these

pies always work no matter how clumsy you are in the kitchen. You must leave these pies in the

refrigerator or freezer for several hours to finish the recipes. Most of all, they taste good and are

easy to do, since you never bake them.I am glad somone wrote this book. The whole spectrum of

old fashioned pies that do not get baked has virtually disappeared; to get a recipe, you will need to

consult a cookbook that is at least 30 years old. This is ashame, as many of these pies are easy to

do and taste fabulous, and are definitely worth doing in your home (but probably not as a restaurant

dessert). There is a lot of history in this collection of pie recipes.The first chapter has 15 recipes for

pie crusts. Fortunately for us clumsy people, all of them are based on cookies or crackers that you

crush in a food processor. No doughs or rolling pins here. You just press it into a pie pan and bake

for a few minutes. My complaint here is that all of them are either very sweet (from using packaged

cookies, which is very clever) or strongly flavored (from graham crackers). I could not find one that

was relatively neutral in flavor.There are roughly 70 or so pie recipes. They include mousses and

custards (20), chocolate (17), fruit (10), ice cream (17), showstoppers (7). The crusts and finishing

touches are listed as suggestions at the end of each pie filling recipe, so you get to choose what

you want and can vary them if you want.
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